4th place  
Karolín Farm 

Malšice, APF Tábor

Owner: Mr. Vladimír Juha 
?What is the history of your farm?

The history of the Karolín farm goes back to 1848 when it was built to honor Carolina von Lobkowitz. From its beginning, it served as a landed estate for farming purposes. In 1948 the farm was nationalized, its last owner was František Juha. 


In 1991 the farm was returned to our family. All buildings were totally devastated and we had to decide what to do with this “Greek gift”. Due to the fact that my husband worked as an agronomist for years the decision became to begin farming (we also obtained 50 hectares of land). We gradually extended our land area until today’s 130 hectares. 

?Why did you decide for agricultural tourism?

From the very beginning we knew we didn’t want to breed cattle and so we were considering another type of business that could make use of the empty buildings. We finally built a family house with a restaurant after the fashion of similar establishments in Germany and Austria. I had a clear idea how an establishment like this should look like and operate thanks to my experience of an interpreter in above mentioned countries. 


The reconstruction of one of the buildings to a family house started in 1992 and the building was approved in May 1996. Four double bedrooms with facilities and TV 
(3* standard) and a restaurant grew up - all with a year-long service. We were originally considering a seasonal service; however, the guests’ interest turned out to be so great that we remain open all year long. 

?Do you offer other services to your guests besides accommodation?

Of course we were thinking about a supplementary activity to offer to our guests. The idea of a horse stable and a riding school turned out to be the solution. Another reconstructed building opened in the summer of 1997 – this time it was a 12-stall stable. The stable is also open all year and the interest in horse riding classes or rides in the countryside is significant. We also offer fitness, ping pong or bike rental. 


A decision to address a firm clientage made in 2003 led to another big reconstruction of one of the farm buildings. A former stable has been converted into a lounge for 60 persons and 2 additional rooms with a help of a bank loan. We host trainings, teambuilding, parties and weddings since June 2004.  
?Who is responsible for the farm’s activities, do you have any employees?

We have 4 employees today, occasionally short-term workers. My husband’s responsibility is the agricultural sector and horses; I am engaged with the agritourism. 
?What are your plans for the future?

We are about to invest in restoring the agricultural machinery which has unfortunately been neglected in the last few years. We are trying to improve our services and to always offer new products (e.g. weddings with a ceremony) by all means.

?Are you satisfied with your choice?

At this point, we understand that our farm has a chance to survive the difficult 
present-day era of the Czech agriculture thanks to the diversification of our business. Had we only farmed, we would have never been able to completely reconstruct such a large object and regularly invest in its maintenance and development.    

