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Brussels, April 2006

A N N O U N C E M E N T

Congress of European Farmers 2006

Strasbourg, 16 and 17 October 2006

Following the very successful first Congress of European Farmers in 2005 in Strasbourg, the Praesidia of COPA and COGECA have decided to organise the next annual Congress 2006 also in the European Parliament in Strasbourg, namely on 16 and 17 October 2006.

This year, the co-organiser of the Congress will be the German Farmers’ Union which will invite participants in the course of the event also to the Baden region in Germany on the other side of the Rhine river.

The theme of the Congress 2006 is: “Agriculture – indispensable for European society”. Focus will be put on the multifunctional role of agriculture. This comprises the maintenance and improvement of the competitiveness of European agriculture while safeguarding the economic strength and viability of rural areas. The special role of agricultural co-operatives in this respect will particularly be highlighted.

The Congress will again bring together delegates from the 25 Member States of the EU as well as from our partner organisations in Switzerland, Iceland, Norway and Turkey. European farmers will jointly pass on a strong political message to the decision-makers as well as to the media and society with regard to the importance and indispensability of a competitive and sustainable agricultural sector in Europe.

The Working Parties on Rural Women, Rural Youth and Insurance will also as usual meet before and during the Congress. In addition, this year alongside the Congress, there will be an international meeting of wine co-operatives.  

You will find in annex a detailed survey of the programme – see AN(06)16A1. Official invitations together with registration and reservation forms as well as practical details will be sent out at the beginning of July. Please note that the Secretariat has already made block bookings in hotels for participants.

Our target is to bring together some 500 to 600 participants in the Congress on 16 and 17 October 2006.

Please put these dates down in your diaries.

Franz-Josef FEITER

Secretary General
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