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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Congress of European Farmers 2006
Agriculture - 

Indispensable for European Society

Strasbourg, 16 – 17 October 2006


Monday, 16 October 2006

___________________________________________________________________
08.00 – 14.00


Registration

14.00 – 15.00

Plenary – opening of the Congress

14.00

Welcome speech

Gerd SONNLEITNER, President of the German Farmers’ Union (DBV)

14.10

Welcome addresses by guests of honour

14.20

Opening statement

Donal CASHMAN, President of COGECA, General Confederation of Agricultural Co-operatives in the EU 
14.30

Keynote speech
Juha KORKEAOJA, Finish Minister of Agriculture and Forestry (tbc)
15.00 – 15.15

Break

15.15 – 18.30 

Parallel panels (for programme see pages 3 and 4)
19.00 

Departure for gala dinner

Panel A:

Promoting and using Europe’s strengths


Chairman: Christer ELIASSON, Vice-President of COGECA

15.15



Opening speech by the Chairman



Measures to improve competitiveness at production level

Folkhard ISEMEYER, German Federal Research Institute for Agriculture, Braunschweig, Germany



Discussion


Strengthening competitiveness and market positions to cope with concentrated demand

Jerry HENCHY, Chief Executive of Dairygold Co-operative Society Ltd., Ireland 



Discussion



Market opportunities for renewable raw materials!

Xavier BEULIN, President of the DIESTER Company and the French Oilseed and Protein Crops Producer Association (FOP)

Harald KÄB, Chairman of the Board of the Interest Grouping Biodigradeable Materials (IABW), Berlin, Germany



Discussion



How can research help?

Marion GUILLOU, President of the French National Institute for Agriculture INRA, Paris, France



Discussion

17.15 – 18.30

Summary discussion and conclusions


Panel B: 

Maintaining viable rural areas

Chairman: Ricardo SERRA ARIAS, Vice-President of COPA

15.15

Opening speech by the Chairman



Agriculture – warrant of the viability of rural areas

Fabrizio DI FILIPPIS, Professor at the Research Institute for Regional Policy and Rural Areas, University of Bologna, Italy



Discussion



Agriculture – warrant of a healthy environment

Tamás MAGHESCU, Director of World Conservation Union-Europe (IUCN)



Discussion



Role of co-operatives in maintaining viable rural areas

Ricardo MARTÍN GUTIÉRREZ, President of the Confederation of Agricultural Co-operatives of Spain (CCAE) 





Discussion

17.30 - 18.30


Summary discussion and conclusions

Tuesday, 17 October 2006

________________________________________

10.00 - 12.45 

Plenary session 



Opening speech

Rudolf SCHWARZBÖCK, President of COPA, Committee of Professional Agricultural Organisations in the EU





Welcome addresses by the guests of honour 





Keynote speech




Angela MERKEL, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of 




Germany (tbc)





Break



Policy to promote the competitiveness of European agriculture





Mariann FISCHER BOEL, European Commissioner for 




Agriculture and Rural Development





Discussion
13.00 - 14.45


Lunch

15.00 - 17.00


Continuation of the plenary session 




Reports by the Chairmen of the previous day’s panels 



European farmers – determined to face up to challenges



Rudolf SCHWARZBÖCK, COPA President





Discussion and approval of the “Final Declaration”


17.00

End of Congress
Working Parties during the Congress
________________________________________

(Internal meetings on special invitation only)

	Sunday, 15 October 2006

	15.00 - 18.00 
	Working Party on Rural Youth

	15.00 - 18.00 
	Working Party on Rural Women

	Monday, 16 October 2006

	All day
	International Wine Symposium

	10.00 - 13.00 
	Working Party on Insurance and Social Questions in Agriculture





Scope:


to promote the role of agriculture and its competitiveness


to improve the market position of agriculture


to secure the multifunctionality of agriculture and its non-market related services
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