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Austrian Chamber of Agriculture – Structure, 
Targets

~ 190.000 Members (compulsory Membership)

FARMERS
RURAL

ENTREPENEURS

FOREST

OWNERS

Local and Regional offices of the Chambers of Agriculture

9 Chambers of Agriculture in Federal States
Comittees, Consortiums, Advisory Council and Organisations

Austrian Chamber of Agriculture

Umbrella Organization

Austrian Raiffeisen 

Association

Main Targets: Interest Representation, Administrative Tasks, 

Training, Advisory Services 



Agricultural and forestry holdings in 
Austria (FSS 2016)

▪ 161.200 agricultural and forestry holdings

▪ Total area 7.3 million ha

▪ UAA: 2.7 million ha 

▪ 48% permanent grassland

▪ 50% arable land 

▪ 2% special crops

▪ Forest: 3.4 million ha

▪ 90 % of the area under AECM

▪ 75 % of holdings in areas with natural constraints (ANCs)

▪ Organic farming: 20% of farms on 25% of UAA



Agricultural and forestry holdings in 
Austria (FSS 2016)

▪ Average UAA area 19,7 ha

▪ On average 32 cows per farm

▪ funds in agriculture: 60% for rural development 

and 40% for direct payments

▪ Ultimate target: Comprehensive Agriculture 

and Forestry

▪ Full internal

convergence

since 2019



Holdings according to types of occupation in 
Austria 1951 - 2016

Corporate bodies

Partnerships

Part-time farms

Full-time farms



Holdings according to types of occupation 2016

35,5%

4,6%

21,9%37,9%



Development of family farms in Austria 1980-2016

Source: Statistik Austria, agricultural structure survey 2016
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Agricultural structure in Austria
on the border to ??



Family labour force of family farms versus other 
legal types of farming, 2016

Average labour force

per farm

▪ Full-time farm 3.1

▪ Part-time farm 2.1

▪ Partnership 2.5

▪ Corporate bodies 2.5
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Diversification as one key to sucess

▪ Direct marketing: 1/3 of all family farms (46,000 farms, e.g. farm gate 

sale, farmers markets, cooperation with gastronomy) 

▪ „Holidays on the farm”

▪ 2.700 members

▪ > 10.000 family farms with tourism activities

▪ “School on the farm”

▪ “Green care”: family farms with care, education or social work services



National CAP-strategic plan
Implementation/timeline

▪ Kick-off event for general public on 13. May 2019

▪ At the moment: Finalization of SWOT-Analysis + ex-ante evaluation

▪ Autumn 2019: Start of technical work in several thematic expert 

groups (state, federal states, experts)

▪ Expected start for new program 01.01.2022

▪ 2021: transition year -> old program with new money



LKÖ position on CAP 2020+ I

▪ System of incentives instead of system of sanctions

▪ Practical definition of „grassland“ (problem with grassland becoming

arable land)

▪ Definition of genuine farmer

▪ Maintain definition of active farmer of the Omnibus-Regulation (2017/2393)

▪ Main criteria -> proper management of land and keeping of farm animals

▪ no additional bureaucracy for farmers

▪ Abandonment of the system of payment entitlements

▪ degresivity and capping of DP -> only 100 farms affected in AT



LKÖ position on CAP 2020+ II

▪ No or few coupled payments -> quality schemes in second pillar

▪ Either a comprehensive small farmers scheme or a redistributive 

payment for first hectares

▪ Partial derogations from conditionality for small farmers

▪ Well-funded top-up for young farmers in first pillar

▪ -> keep supprt for young farmers on same level as this period -> 2%

▪ Transfer FaST (GAEC 5) into FAS

▪ No transfer of amounts between direct payments and EAFRD



LKÖ position on CAP 2020+ III

▪ Additional quality schemes in second pillar

▪ Lump sum costs for support in investments

▪ risk management tools should be voluntary in CAP

▪ Strong and well-funded second pillar

▪ Focus on production of high quality food and indication of origin

▪ Commitment of Ministry of Agriculture to strengthen family farms



Considerations on eco scheme and AECM

▪ Maintain and further develop our AECM program (24 different 

measures in period 14-20)

▪ Many „small“ measures -> possibility to combine on voluntary base

▪ Additional specific measures for biodiversity

▪ Maybe different measures with focus on birds, insects, plants

▪ Additional measures in order to fulfill the NEC directive

▪ No measures on regional level (as before only on farm level)

▪ National discussions on eco schemes just started -> LKÖ in favor of

voluntary implementation if high participation in AECMs in MS



ÖPUL 2015 - Austria's agri-environmental
programme
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